
 
Dallas Chapter – January 2025        

HAPPY NEW YEAR!       

Monthly meeting January 13th  

Karen Turbeville's home 

 

7222 Lakehurst Ave., Dallas Tx 75230 

 

 

 Shady Lake in the fall 



TOWN ACTIVITIES  

 Mark your Calendars!! 

 
Wednesday January 1st 

 
First Day Hike at Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center 

in Cedar Hill.  January 1st at noon. 
Contact Melissa Brown if interested  

254-582-1528  
. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Saturday January 4th First Hike 

 
Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge Hagerman 

National Wildlife Visitor Center, 6465 Refuge Road, 
Sherman, TX 75092 

 
Contact Shirley Meurer  972-890-2491 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Backyard Bird Count Workshop - Feb 8th at 9:00 AM 
at John Bunker Sands Wetland Center 

 
Contact Marie Waterman if interested 

214-733-3222 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Thursday February 20th-Sunday February 23rd 

 
Palo Duro Canyon State Park 

 
Contact Melissa Brown mbrown.mbrown@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Thursday March 6th – Sunday March 9th 

Brazos Bend State Park 

Contact Shirley Meurer  972-890-2491 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

MARCH 09-19, 2025 

GOOSE ISLAND STATE PARK - CAMPING TRIP 

 

Contact Judy Shaw if interested 

jshawtx@aol.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thursday March 20TH– Sunday March 23rd 

Martin Dies Jr State Park 

All TOWN Camping Trip 

Contact Shirley Meurer  972-890-2491 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Thursday April 10th-Sunday April 13th 

Possum Kingdom State Park 

Contact Nancy Lee   nlee002@tx.rr.com469-264-4643. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Monthly Meetings 

Second Monday of the Month 

Sign up to host 

List to follow in next newsletter 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:nlee002@tx.rr.com469-264-4643


Holiday Party at Suzie’s! 

  

Laura, Allison, Mar, Mary, Carol and Marie Shirley and Lois 

Allison, Rosie, Marie and Carol Karen K, Karen T and Kay 



A Day at the Arboretum 



      
      
      



    

 Great Opportunity! 

Get a custom laser engraved cup, tumbler, or water bottle! Lisa She Can Do It will 
custom engrave our TOWN Logo on a bottle or cup of your choosing. Other custom 
designs and your name engraving are available. Pricing will vary based on what you 
choose. Examples below: 

Recommended 32oz Hydro water bottles w/town logo with your name for $35.00. 

40oz cup $40.00 
12oz cup $25 
All other cups are $35.00 

Below is a picture of the tumblers in stock, but any color can by ordered. 
The top row is 40oz, middle is 12oz tumblers and 12oz wine glasses and 30 oz flip lid on 
the right end 
Bottom row is 20oz cup with a handle and 30oz cups in different colors (purple cup on 
the right is a 20oz Skinny Tumbler 



 
40oz cups with removable lids are also 
available. 

40oz cup $40.00 
12oz cup $25 
All other cups are $35.00 

 

 

 

Just click the QR code and 
place your order today! 

  



What to do if you see a bear 

Seeing a bear in the wild is a special treat for any visitor to a national park. While it is 
an exciting moment, it is important to remember that bears in national parks are wild 
and can be dangerous. Their behavior is sometimes unpredictable. Although rare, 
attacks on humans have occurred, inflicting serious injuries and death. Each bear and 
each experience is unique; there is no single strategy that will work in all situations and 
that guarantees safety. Most bear encounters end without injury. Following some basic 
guidelines may help to lessen the threat of danger. Your safety can depend on your 
ability to calm the bear. 

When you arrive in a park, always remember to check with the nearest visitor center or 
backcountry office for the latest bear safety information. 

If a bear happens to surprise you, stay calm. Do not surprise the bear if it’s unaware of 
your presence. 

Avoid an Encounter 

Following viewing etiquette is the first step to avoiding an encounter with a bear that 
could escalate into an attack. Keeping your distance and not surprising bears are some 
of the most important things you can do. Most bears will avoid humans if they hear 
them coming. Pay attention to your surroundings and make a special effort to be 
noticeable if you are in an area with known bear activity or a good food source, such as 
berry bushes. 

Bear Encounters 

Once a bear has noticed you and is paying attention to you, additional strategies can 
help prevent the situation from escalating. Here are some general tips. However, please 
check recommendations for each park you visit: recommendations do vary from park 
to park based on local bear behavior. 

• Identify yourself by talking calmly so the bear knows you are a human and not a 
prey animal. Remain still; stand your ground but slowly wave your arms. Help the 
bear recognize you as a human. It may come closer or stand on its hind legs to get 
a better look or smell. A standing bear is usually curious, not threatening. 

• Stay calm and remember that most bears do not want to attack you; they usually 
just want to be left alone. Bears may bluff their way out of an encounter by 
charging and then turning away at the last second. Bears may also react 
defensively by woofing, yawning, salivating, growling, snapping their jaws, and 
laying their ears back. Continue to talk to the bear in low tones; this will help you 
stay calmer, and it won't be threatening to the bear. A scream or sudden 
movement may trigger an attack. Never imitate bear sounds or make a high-
pitched squeal. 

• Pick up small children immediately. Slowly wave your arms above your head and 
tell the bear to back off. Do NOT run or make any sudden movements. Do not 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/viewingbears.htm


make any loud noises or screams—the bear may think it’s the sound of a prey 
animal. 

• Hike and travel in groups. Groups of people are usually noisier and smellier than 
a single person. Therefore, bears often become aware of groups of people at 
greater distances, and because of their cumulative size, groups are also 
intimidating to bears. 

• Make yourselves look as large as possible (for example, move to higher ground). 

• Do NOT allow the bear access to your food. Getting your food will only encourage 
the bear and make the problem worse for others. 

• Do NOT drop your pack as it can provide protection for your back and prevent a 
bear from accessing your food. 

• If the bear is stationary, move away slowly and sideways; this allows you to keep 
an eye on the bear and avoid tripping. Moving sideways is also non-threatening to 
bears. 

• Do NOT run, but if the bear follows, stop and hold your ground. Bears can run as 
fast as a racehorse both uphill and down. Like dogs, they will chase fleeing 
animals. 

• Do NOT climb a tree. Both grizzlies and black bears can climb trees. 

• Leave the area or take a detour. If this is impossible, wait until the bear moves 
away. Always leave the bear an escape route. 

• Be especially cautious if you see a female with cubs; never place yourself between 
a mother and her cub, and never attempt to approach them. The chances of an 
attack escalate greatly if she perceives you as a danger to her cubs. 

Bear Attacks 

Bear attacks are rare; most bears are only interested in protecting food, cubs, or their 
space. However, being mentally prepared can help you have the most effective reaction. 
Every situation is different, but below are guidelines on how brown bear attacks can 
differ from black bear attacks. Help protect others by reporting all bear incidents to a 
park ranger immediately. Above all, keep your distance from bears! 

• Brown/Grizzly Bears: If you are attacked by a brown/grizzly bear, leave your pack 
on and PLAY DEAD. Lay flat on your stomach with your hands clasped behind 
your neck. Spread your legs to make it harder for the bear to turn you over. 
Remain still until the bear leaves the area. Fighting back usually increases the 
intensity of such attacks. However, if the attack persists, fight back vigorously. 
Use whatever you have at hand to hit the bear in the face. 

• Black Bears: If you are attacked by a black bear, DO NOT PLAY DEAD. Try to 
escape to a secure place such as a car or building. If escape is not possible, try to 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/bearsafetyfood.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/bearattacks.htm


fight back using any object available. Concentrate your kicks and blows on the 
bear's face and muzzle. 

If any bear attacks you in your tent, or stalks you and then attacks, do NOT play dead—
fight back! This kind of attack is very rare, but can be serious because it often means the 
bear is looking for food and sees you as prey. 

Bear Pepper Spray 

Bear pepper spray can be an important thing to carry when exploring the back country. 
It is used defensively to stop an aggressive, charging, or attacking bear. Although it’s 
used in the same manner you would use mace on an attacking person, bear pepper 
spray and human pepper spray are not the same. Make sure you select an EPA 
approved product that is specifically designed to stop aggressive bears. It is not a 
repellent so do not apply to your body or equipment. Check with your national park to 
see if bear pepper spray is recommended or allowed for the activities you have planned.  

NPS.Gov 

 


